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PSHE Guidance for Educators 
 
Personal Social and Health Education forms an essential part of our curriculum. At times this is 
taught proactively and at times this in response to an issue. PSHE can be facilitated in a range 
of ways including: 

1.​ Discreetly taught within Neurolabs sessions and Tutor Time 
2.​ Community sessions as we start our day together 
3.​ Integration to wider learning experience or be developed through wider experiences 

including residential trips; assemblies etc..  
4.​ Integration to projects 
5.​ Related to a module within Crossfields 

 
PSHE can be taught through circle time / group work and enhanced through project-based 
learning and areas such as the arts. 
 
Neurolabs sessions help build a student's understanding of their brain and nervous system in 
relation to key areas such as ‘emotional regulation’ and ‘learning to learn’. They include the 
opportunity to put this learning into practice as the student moves through the module from 
explore to share. They also create life experiments where the student can explore the personal 
impact of trying out a new strategy in their life at home and at school. 
 
As with other areas of the curriculum we need to consider the Why, How, What and How Well of 
the learning experience. The why needs to be connected to each individual so that the personal 



aspect of PSHE links to a learner’s aspirations and becoming the best they can be. Another 
factor to consider is the balance between knowledge, skills (including assertiveness) and 
building quality relationships. If the student is confident and has secure relationships they are 
more likely to make healthy choices and less likely, as they get older, to take part in behaviours 
such as drug taking, under age sex etc. as a response to their needs not being met. PSHE is a 
way of learning to get their needs met in a healthy and positive manner that enables them to 
journey well through life. 
 
Please note that the PSHE policy connects with, and should be read in conjunction with, our 
Relationships and Sex Education Policy. This policy reflects the new statutory guidance for 
introduction in September 2026.  
 
The policy also relates to our online safety policy. This area is taught discretely at times and 
also is linked to our integrated group and personal projects. For example, considering sharing 
artefacts and information online during the development of our augmented reality history trail 
around Bruton. 
 
PSHE plans are set up to allow staff the flexibility to integrate the PSHE into the everyday and 
our wider projects. They are a minimum outline and not exhaustive. PSHE must be relevant. It is 
the educators responsibility to ensure that all areas are covered during the year. The year plan 
will include areas that are revisited each year as the child journeys through the school. 
 
As a school we want to enable young people to flourish in line with the Hummingbird’s mission 
to empower young people with agency in their own evolution throughout life. 
 
PSHE helps pupils to: 
 
●​ acquire knowledge and understanding of themselves, of others and of the world they live in; 
●​ develop skills for living; 
●​ understand and manage their emotions; 
●​ become morally and socially responsible; 
●​ take on a range of roles and relationships; 
●​ value themselves and respect others; 
●​ contribute to their community; 
●​ appreciate difference and diversity; 
●​ participate actively in our democracy; 
●​ safeguard the environment; 
●​ act in the wider world in a way that makes the most of their own and others’ human 

potential. 
●​ Develop essential economic life skills, covering careers, financial literacy, and understanding 

modern economic life.  
 
The outline and overview of our PSHE curriculum is shown in the next tab. Some areas are 
integrated into projects whilst others are taught discretely in sessions like Neurolabs. 
 
PSHE becomes quality learning through reflection – it is not merely about doing an activity. This 
idea is expanded in the assessment and recording section below. 
 
 
 

https://www.hummingbirdlearninglab.com/_files/ugd/42d255_dc31da7fbb10437a931f43348f9db310.pdf
https://www.hummingbirdlearninglab.com/_files/ugd/42d255_54684e9ee09c41d0a26490cf354686b1.pdf


Assessment and recording 
Assessment in PSHE fits with our wider approach to assessment including assessment of 
learning, assessment for learning and assessment as learning. Teachers will assess what 
children already know so that we can focus on relevant material for groups and individuals. 
Assessment can include a wide range of activities including those that ascertain current 
understanding including notes, drawings and discussion. They can also link to interactive 
activities using a line across the room to respond to a prompt such as if an activity is safe or 
unsafe. The students can be asked what was the reason for choosing where they stood on the 
line. Imagine being asked to judge the risk of cycling to school, this depends on your cycling 
proficiency, where you live, your age etc.. Assessment can also relate to skills such as 
assertiveness or applying a strategy in a life experiment in neurolabs. Every project in neurolabs 
supports reflection to consider what it is I have discovered about myself, others and the world 
around me. 
 
Assessment should be carried out by: 

●​ individuals themselves 
●​ their peers 
●​ teachers 

 
Adults from outside the school e.g. Mill on the Brue are used to feedback to staff about how their 
children work in groups. 
 
Student profiles give opportunity for this area to be reported by students, peers, parents and 
educators. 
 
Inclusion 
Our school is working to be inclusive. PSHE positively supports the school’s inclusive intentions.  
All pupils, staff and adult helpers participate.  PSHE activities provide opportunities for all pupils 
to excel.  They also provide opportunities for individuals and the whole group to consider who, 
how and why people are excluded. 
 
The learning environment 
The classroom is regarded as the “home base” and is the best place for most PSHE lessons. 
Each class has a board for celebrating neurolabs. Part of PSHE is the contribution to the 
whole-school environment, inside and outside.  Responsibility for, and pride in, the whole-school 
is regarded as essential. 
 
Outside visitors, using other agencies and out of school activities 
The school will at times use outside agencies to contribute to the PSHE programme.  These are 
indicated in curriculum plans.  Teachers are expected to make arrangements and prepare well 
in advance for these to take place.  These visitors will have been carefully checked. 
 
Out-of-school activities add greatly to the quality PSHE provided.  However, it is important that 
pupils have the time to reflect upon their experiences and the ways in which they and others 
were affected. 
 
Home and the role of parents and carers 
Young people are expected to undertake some PSHE activities at home.  In the programme 
there are suggested homework activities in nearly all the units of work.  They might be expected 
to interview parents about “The night I was born” for sex education or ask grandparents and 
other older people they know for details of how bullying was dealt with in their school days. 



 
Leadership and management 
 
The school has a Neurolabs and PSHE leader in Nicki Lorenzini, who has responsibility for 
providing strategic direction and monitoring the quality of provision. A part of this process is 
CPD for themselves and all staff. 
 
All teachers are responsible for monitoring student progress and the quality of PSHE provided 
but the Neurolabs Lead, in collaboration with the headteacher, takes a lead in this. Consultation 
with parents and the involvement of pupils in both planning and monitoring are encouraged at all 
stages. 
 
Monitoring 
A checklist for Classroom teachers 

●​ Do lesson outcomes include clear learning outcomes? 
●​ Do tasks engage pupils actively in their learning and provide opportunities to work with 
each other? 
●​ Does planning meet the needs of all pupils? 
●​ Are pupils given opportunities to reflect on their personal and social learning? 
●​ Do you need help with clarifying the purpose of the work or teaching strategies? 
●​ Have you involved pupils in the evaluation? 
●​ Were the aims and objectives met? 
●​ What did pupils learn in terms of: 

New knowledge/ concepts? 
New skills? 
Attitudes and values? 

●​ What worked and what was missing? 
●​ What will you change next time? 

 
Review 
 
This policy will be reviewed annually in line with the school’s policy review programme.  The 
subject leader is responsible for reporting to the governors’ curriculum committee about the 
quality of its implementation and its impact on standards.  In the light of this, policy amendments 
may be made. 
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